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Personal details

Born in Catania

Nationality: Italian
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Educations

Medical School graduation: University of Catania (Italy) — July 14th 1989;

Doctor Licence qualification: University of Catania (Italy) — December 1989;

Ph.D. in Respiratory Disease (1990-1994), University of Naples/Catania and presentation of
thesis at the University of Milan in January 1996;

Specialist in Respiratory Disease (1989-90 and 1994-1997), University of Catania,
presentation of thesis in November 1997;

Professional experiences and current position

Research Fellow at the Cardiovascular Research Institute, University of California San
Francisco (mentor: Prof. Jay A. Nadel): June 1992 — December 1993;

Assistant Professor and specialist consultant in the Institute of Respiratory Disease -
University of Catania (Italy) (1997-1999);

Post-Doc Research Fellow in the Department of Pulmonology, University of Leiden (mentor:
Prof. Peter J. Sterk): August 1997 — April 1999;

Specialist Consultant in Respiratory Disease Unit of Garbagnate (Milan; Italy) General
Hospital (1999-2000); Specialist Consultant in Respiratory Disease Unit of Ospedali Riuniti in
Bergamo (Italy) (2000-2003); Specialist Consultant in Respiratory Disease and Allergy Unit of
Gaslini Institute in Genova (Italy) (2003-2006);

From October 2006 to July 2015: Assistant Professor of Respiratory Medicine at the
University of Torino;

From July 2015 to September 2022: Associate Professor in Respiratory Medicine at the
University of Torino;

Since October 2022: Full Professor in Respiratory Medicine at the University of Torino;

Since October 2006 specialist Consultant in the Clinic of Respiratory Disease of San Luigi
University Hospital (School of Medicine, University of Torino; Italy) (2006-2017) and in the
Rare Lung Disease Unit (2017-Today);

Since January 2020 Director of Interstitial and Rare Lung Disease Unit and since 2022 entitled
Severe Asthma and Rare Lung Disease Unit in San Luigi Gonzaga University Hospital,
Orbassano, Torino, Italy.

Participation to Directive Boards of Scientific Societies and/or Institutions:

Since March 2015: Associate Editor of ERJ Open Research; From October 2019 to June 2020:
Deputy Chief Editor of ERJ Open Research.

Since July 2017: Academic Editor of PLOS One

Since August 2017: Member of the Editorial Board of the European Journal of Pharmacology
Member of the following scientific societies: European Respiratory Society (ERS),
Association of Italian Pulmonologists (AIPO) and Italian Respiratory Society (SIP).
2017-2021: Member of the ERS Long-Range Planning Committee (appointed from ERS
assembly 5).

From October 2019 to September 2022: Secretary of study group 5.2 Monitoring Airway
Disease of ERS Assembly 5.



Since September 2022: CHAIR of the study group 5.2 Monitoring Airway Diseases (Assembly
5) of ERS.

Member of the European Respiratory Society Task Force entitled “EXHALED BREATH and
NITRIC OXIDE (NO)” (2014).

Since 2013 Member of Global Initiative for Asthma (GINA) Italian Board for writing Italian
Asthma Guidelines: LIBRA project.

Honors

1

2)

3)
4)

5)

European Respiratory Society award for the second prize of poster presentation to the ERS
Meeting held in Berlin, 1997;

European Respiratory Society Research Fellowship 1997. Project title: "The effect of nitric
oxide-synthesis inhibition on allergen-induced airway hyperresponsiveness to bradykinin in
asthma";

Boehringer First Prize for scientific Italian investigator in Pulmonary Medicine under 35 years
old, 1998.

European Respiratory Society award for the first prize of Allergy and Clinical Immunology
Assembly in the Annual Meeting held in Berlin, 2001.

Fellow of ERS award (May 2019).

Teaching activity:

Since 2007 professor of the Respiratory Medicine courses in the Nursing School and the
Radiology Technicians School (1* level teaching).

Since 2011 professor of the Respiratory Medicine courses in School of Medicine and Surgery
(2™ level teaching).

Since 2007 professor of the Respiratory Medicine courses in the post-graduate Schools of
Respiratory Medicine, Allergy and Clinical Immunology and Sport Medicine (3" level
teaching).

Since 2017 professor in PhD Programme in Experimental Medicine and Therapy at the
University of Torino.

Since 2021-2022 Director of the international Master (II level) entitled Severe Asthma.
Since November 2022 Director of Post-graduate School of Respiratory Medicine.

Research main topics

Main projects as PI:

1.

European Respiratory Society Research Fellowship in Leiden University (1997). Project title:
The effect of nitric oxide-synthesis inhibition on allergen-induced hyperresponsiveness to
bradykinin in asthma. Duration: 1 year.

Italian Ministry of Health: Ricerca Corrente (from 2005 to 2008). Coordinator of the project, at
the Gaslini Institute, entitled: Role of bradykinin in the mechanisms of fibroblasts’
proliferation and differentiation in the airways. Duration: 3 years.

Several (ex-60%) Local Funds from Italian Ministry of University and Research: from 2007 to
2021.

Project “Ricerca Sanitaria Finalizzata” Piedmont Region (2007). Coordinator of the project
entitled: Severe asthma and upper airways’ pathologies. Duration: 1 year.

Project “Ricerca Sanitaria Finalizzata” Piedmont Region (2008). Coordinator of the project
entitled: Mild-moderate asthma and upper airways’ pathologies. Duration: 2 years.



6. Project “Ricerca Sanitaria Finalizzata” Piedmont Region (2009). Coordinator of the project
entitled: TNF-a, IL-4R, IL-4 and IL-10 gene polymorphisms in asthma. Duration: 1 year.

7. Project financially supported by AstraZeneca. Title: Expression and activity of Bradykinin B1
and B2 receptors in severe asthma bronchial fibroblasts: Budesonide/Formoterol modulating
effects. In vitro study. Duration: 3 years (from 2009 to 2011).

8. Project financially supported by Chiesi. Title: Effect of ambroxol and beclomethasone on LPS-
and virus-induced cytokine release and oxidative/nitrative stress in the bronchial epithelial
cells. Duration: 14 months (from 2011 to 2012).

9. Project financially supported by Boehringer. Title: Role of muscarinic receptors in bronchial
mucosa of mild and severe asthma in relation to airway remodeling. Duration: 2 years (from
2013 to 2015).

10. Project financially supported by Chiesi. Title: Expression of growth factors induced by
inflammatory stimuli in asthma, COPD and control fibroblasts: effects of beclomethasone,
formoterol and glycopirronium. Duration: 1 year (2017).

11. Grant entitled GSK Call 2018 — Innovation in Severe Refractory Asthma. Duration: 1 year.

12. Grant SANOFT (since March 2020) for the project entitled: T2-high e T2-low asthma and
rhino-sinusitis. Duration: 2 years.

13. Project financially supported by Chiesi. Title: “Clinical, functional and biological
characterization of neutrophilic asthma phenotype and endotypes”. Duration: 1 year (since
September 2020).

14. Grant entitled GSK Call 2022 — Innovation in BPCO. Duration: 1 year.

Bibliometry (1993-present) (www.scopus.com)

Total number of abstracts, original articles, review/editorial articles, and chapter in books: 401;
Publications quoted in PubMed/Scopus: 174;
Scientific Citation Index of publications on Scopus: 5854; Google Scholar: 8385 (27" March, 2023);

H-index on Scopus 40 and Google Scholar 45 (27" March, 2023).
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